@ongress of the Wnited States
Washington, A 20515

January 19, 2017

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
The President-elect

1717 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Trump:

Throughout your campaign, you repeatedl{ proclaimed, “Nobody respects women more than me.”
Tomorrow, you will be sworn in as the 45" President of the United States. From that day
forward, your actions—not words—will demonstrate your willingness to advance positive
policies for women. We, the undersigned members of Congress, urge you to reject a policy
agenda that would harm women, starting with your efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) and defund Planned Parenthood.

Many people are fearful about how your presidency will affect women and girls. You have
promised to nominate Supreme Court Justices who will overturn Roe v. Wade. You have also
nominated officials with unabashedly anti-woman records to serve in cabinet posts with power to
affect women’s health and day-to-day lives. Because of their fears about what lies ahead,
women are already taking action to protect themselves against possible negative outcomes, such
as by rushing to their doctors to obtain long-acting birth control before your inauguration.

While all of that is troubling, we write today to express deep concern about the Republican plan
to repeal the ACA. You and your Republican colleagues in Congress have made clear that
repealing the ACA, causing as many as 30 million people to lose health insurance, is a top
priority for the 115™ Congress. Repeal is such a high priority that you and Republicans in
Congress are willing to charge forward without even agreeing on a replacement plan, a blatant
abdication of your responsibilities as representatives of the American people. People are going
to get hurt in very real ways, Mr. President-elect. The American people deserve to know how
Republicans plan to avoid the devastating consequences of ACA repeal.

Throughout this reckless quest, Republicans have made no promises nor put forward any plans to
preserve the ACA’s crucial protections for women. Prior to the ACA, being a woman was
effectively a pre-existing condition. Women were often denied insurance for having a C-section,
breast cancer, or even a history of sexual or domestic abuse. When women were able to obtain
coverage, they were charged much higher premiums than men based on gender alone.
Thankfully, the ACA banned those discriminatory insurance company practices.
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The ACA also provides women with affordable access to the care they need. For example, birth
control and preventive services like breast cancer screenings must be covered without cost-
sharing. As a result, women now save over a billion dollars each year on birth control alone.
Maternity care was also a rarity on the individual insurance market prior to the ACA, with only
12 percent of plans offering coverage, often only with exorbitantly high supplemental premiums.
Today, virtually all plans offer matemity care thanks to the ACA. ACA repeal would be a major
step backward for women because it would allow insurance companies to once again
discriminate against women by denying them care and charging them higher prices based on
gender.

Adding insult to injury, Speaker Paul Ryan and Republicans in Congress are shamelessly
prioritizing politics over patients by proposing to defund Planned Parenthood as part of their plan
to dismantle the ACA. Blocking patients from accessing care at Planned Parenthood would only
exacerbate the untenable situation we face with ACA repeal. During the presidential campaign,
even you acknowledged that Planned Parenthood does good work and helps millions of women
and men. Planned Parenthood provides care to approximately 2.5 million patients each year,
including tests for sexually transmitted diseases, breast exams, Pap tests, and contraceptive
services. More than half of Planned Parenthood health centers are located in health professional
shortage or medically underserved areas. In fact, one in five women has visited a Planned
Parenthood health center in their lifetime. Access to affordable care in those areas would be
severely hampered by blocking access to Planned Parenthood, especially when coupled with the
chaos caused by ACA repeal.

We urge you to give more thought to how defunding Planned Parenthood and repealing the ACA
would harm women in every district in every state. Taking these steps would leave all women
worse off. As President, you will have the power to prevent this looming disaster. You, more
than anyone else, will have to answer to those whose benefits, coverage, and access to care is

abruptly ripped away.

The women of America are watching, Mr. President-elect. As are the men who care about them.
The true test of whether your policy agenda will harm or help women begins tomorrow.,

Sincerely,
DIANA DEGETTE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SCHAKOWSKY THERINE CLARK
ember of Congress Member of Congress
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ember of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress Member of Congress
EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON DERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ember of Congress
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GWEN MOORE
Member of Congress

W i o

BROWNLEY
Member of Congress

MARCY uR V

Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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LOSKY
Congress
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Member

RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress

Réfmj L. KELLY E S

Member of Congress

STEVE ' COHEN
Member of Congress
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BAL-ALLARD
Member of Congress
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MARK POCAR™

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

RON KIND
Member of Congress

SEAN PA’ Y
Member of Congress
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TED W. LIEU
Member of Congress




KEITH JLLISON
Member of Congress

NRY C. " JOHNSON, IR,
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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COLLEET HANABUSA

SuU ENE ADAM B. SCHIFF
Member of Congress @Congrcss

PETER WELCH

Member of Congress
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ALMA S. ADAMS BRIAN HIGGINS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BRENDA L. LAWRENCE IM RYAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PAUL TONKO
Member of Congress

SuU NE BONAMICI
Member of Congress
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CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress

A G. ESHOO
Member of Congress

KURT SCHRADER
Member of Congress
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NORMA TO
Member of Congréss

DONALD S. BEYER JR.
Member of Congress

DINA TITUS i

Member of Congress
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KATHY ¢ASTOR
Member of Congress

AMI BERA
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress

ember of Congress

RI BUSTOS
Member of Congress
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H MOULTON JUDY CHU
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BILL FOS;ié
Member of Congress :
RAM RRISHNAMOORTHI ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Conkress * Member of Congress
RICK NOLAN IE RASKIN
Member of Congress mbeppf Congress
BRADLEY SCHNEIDER ADAM SMi :%
Member of Congress Member of Congress
VAL DEMINGS a Néé’il\ VELAZQU%
Member of Congress Member of Congress
CEDHMIC L. RICHMOND E D. CLARKE
Member of Congress r of Congress
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NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN LINDA T. SANCHEZ

Member of Congress Member of Congress



JOSERH P. KENNEDY, Il

Member of Congress

DAVID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress ‘
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LOIS FRANKEL
Member of Congress
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Membernof Congress

ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress

BEREK KILMER <
Member of Congress
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JOHN SARBANES
Member of Congress

KAREN BASS
Member of Congress

ROSA DELAURO
Member of Congress

ANN McLANE KUSTEE

Member of Congress

THEéDORE E. DEUTCH

Member of Congress
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DAVID E. PRICE
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ADRIANOQO ESPAILLAT
Member of Gongress
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mber of Congress

ED PERLMUTTER
Member of Congress
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OHN LEWIS GENE GREEN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SE E. SERRANO | NIKI TSONGAS

ember of Congress Member of Congress
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RAUL RUIZ DARREN SOTO

Member of Congress Member of Congress
PETE AGUILAR

ember of Congress Member of Congress

S CARBAJAL JOE COURTNEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress
JOHN K. DEL{
Member of Congress

MARK DESAU R GOYD DOGGETT

Member of Congress Member of Congress



/' RUBEN GALLEGO %

Member of Congress

DAVID LOEBSACK
Member of Congress

0) B. MALONEY J
Member of Congress
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DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.
Member of Congress

TIM Y.
Member of Congress

BOgY SCO! %g

Member of Congress

BOBBY RUSH
Member of
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DANIEL T. KILDEE
Member of Congress
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MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

ber of Congress

Member gf Congress
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BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congr.
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ember ongress

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
Member of Congress




BILL PASCRELL, JR.

Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress
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SHEILA JACKSON'LEE
Member of Congress

AL GREEN
Member of Congress
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TERRI SEWELL
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

DENNY MECK
Member of Congress
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ROBERT A. BRADY f
Member of Congress
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ERIC SWA LL

STEPHEN F. LYNCH
Member of Congress

NITA M.'LOWEY
Member of Congress

BRENDANF. BOE?
M

ember of C ess

EMANUEL CLEA
Member of Congress
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OAQUIN CASTRO

Member of Congress




MON VELA

Member of Congress
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RO KHANNA BEN RAY BUJAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ber of Congress
VICENTE GONZALEZ MICHAEL CAPUANO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ELIOT L. ENGEL B. LARSON
Member of Congress mber of Congress
PRAMILA JAYAPAL r
Member of Congress
SUSAN DAVIS SANDER M. (§V¥N
Member of Congress Member of Congress

RAUL M. GRIJALVA
Member of Congress

AEmber ofCongreSS
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. THLEEN
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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CKY ROSEN
Member of Congress

A. DONALD McEACHIN
Member of Congress
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H GOTTHEIMER
ember of Congress
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