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The Honorable Anthony Foxx The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Secretary Administrator

US Department of Transportation US Environmental Protection Agency
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20590 Washington, DC 20460

Dear Secretary Foxx and Administrator McCarthy:

Since at least October 2015, the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field in Los Angeles,
California has been leaking substantial amounts of methane into the environment.! Methane is a
potent climate pollutant that traps more than 25 times as much heat as carbon dioxide. According
to multiple press reports, the Southern California Gas Company, a Sempra Energy subsidiary
which owns the leaking facility, estimates it will not be able to plug the leak until late February
or March 2016. The leak may be emitting between 40 and 64 tons of methane every hour, in-
creasing California’s methane emissions by a quarter.? As of January 5, over 78,000 metric tons
of methane are estimated to have escaped, the equivalent of burning more than 737 million
gallons of gasoline.’

In addition to these significant climate impacts, thousands of residents have been forced
to evacuate their homes in the surrounding neighborhoods. More than 2,000 households have
already been relocated, and the Southern California Gas Company is working on at least another
1,500 relocations.® Nearby residents are reportedly suffering from nausea, nosebleeds,

headaches, and vomiting from breathing in the chemicals added to the gas.” Press reports further
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indicate there may be toxins such as hydrogen sulfide and benzene present in the air, which can
cause severe short- and long-term health effects.®

It is our understanding that the jurisdiction of this matter may involve both state and
federal agencies, including the Department of Transportation under the Pipeline Safety Act and
the Environmental Protection Agency with regard to emissions under the Clean Air Act.

To the extent that your agencies are involved in the response to the leak, we request a
briefing on this event and a description of your agencies’ roles in the matter. We ask that you
provide this briefing by January 13" Please contact Ryan Gottschall or Jean Fruci with the
Committee Democratic staff at (202) 225-3641 if you have any questions.
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