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The Honorable Diana DeGette

U.S. House of Representatives

2421 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Rep. DeGette,

[ have learned that the Committee on Energy and Commerce is considering adding
language to strengthen H.R. 3610, the Food and Drug Import Safety Act, as it prepares to move
toward markup of the bill. The Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) testified in
September on the need to strengthen the mandatory recall provision, which is an area I know is
very important to you.

CSPI endorses the mandatory recall language in H.R. 3484, the Safe and Fair
Enforcement and Recall (SAFER) for Meat, Poultry, and Food Act, and the traceback language
in H.R. 3485, the Tracing and Recalling Agricultural Contamination Everywhere (TRACE) Act,
and supports using this language to strengthen food safety legislation the committee intends to
report this year.

The mandatory recall provision in H.R. 3484 avoids the shortcomings inherent in other
proposals that only apply to cases involving adulteration where the recalled product poses a risk
of serious adverse health consequences or death. H.R. 3484 gives the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) the flexibility to order a recall anytime there is a danger of illness or
injury in cases of both adulteration and misbranding. It puts teeth into a recall order by
providing authority to assess civil penalties for failure to comply. Along with its consumer
notification provisions, the effective recall authority enshrined in H.R. 3484 will strengthen the
committee’s food safety legislation.

Effective recall relies on food companies maintaining trace records. To protect the public
during a foodborne outbreak, FDA must be able to quickly identify the source, inform companies
along the supply chain, and alert consumers. Recordkeeping required by H.R. 3485 is the key to
assuring FDA has this critical capability. Including traceback in the committee’s bill is essential
to reducing the scope of outbreaks and a necessary component of comprehensive reform.

CSPI supports effective recall and traceback legislation and encourages the committee to
include your legislation in the food safety bill it will produce this year. Thank you on behalf of
the 900,000 consumer members of CSPI for your work to improve our food safety system.
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